Christians and Politics 


A HEAVENLY CALLING, INHERITANCE 
Israel’s Calling is EARTHLY, but the Christians’ is HEAVENLY 


(Christians on practically every hand are being 
urged to involve themselves in the political structure of this 
present world system. 

Politicians single out and make appeals to particular 
groups of Christians, sometimes speaking in Christian 
colleges and Churches; and numerous Churches and 
Christian ministers throughout the land often urge their 
people to become involved. 

What is this all about? Are Christians to involve 
themselves in the political structure of this present 
world system? 

If so, Why? 

If not, Why not? 

Answers to these questions are what the different 
parts of this article are about.) 


“Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings 
in heavenly places in Christ. 

According as he hath chosen us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy and 
without blame before him in love: 

Having predestinated us unto the adoption of chil- 
dren [sons] by Jesus Christ to himself, according to the 
good pleasure of his will... 

Having made known unto us the mystery of his 
will, according to his good pleasure which he hath 
purposed in himself. 
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That in the dispensation of the fulness of times he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, both 
which are in heaven, and which are on earth, evenin him. 

In whom also we have obtained an inheritance, 
being predestinated according to the purpose of him 
who worketh all things after the counsel of his own 
will” (Eph. 1:3-5, 9-11). 


Christians have a heavenly calling, a heavenly hope, a 
heavenly inheritance, a heavenly citizenship, heavenly blessings, 
and they are confronted with an EVER-PRESENT heavenly battle 
AGAINST the present rulers who occupy the heavenly land to 
which they have been called (Eph. 1:3; 6:11-18; Phil. 3:20; Col. 
1:5; Heb. 3:1; I Peter 1:4). 

The one book in the New Testament which, in its overall 
structure, possibly sets forth that facet of truth dealing with 
the Christians’ relationship to the heavenly land better than 
any other is Paul’s epistle to the Ephesians. 

Paul used the expression “in heavenly places [lit., ‘in 
the heavenlies’]” five different times in the six chapters of 
this epistle. 

Two of these times, the Christians’ POSITION in the heav- 
enlies is in view (1:3; 2:6); two other times, the POSITION of 
Satan and his angels in the heavenlies comes into view (3:10; 
6:12); and the other time, the POSITION of Christ at the right 
hand of God, also in a heavenly place, is in view (1:20). 


The Christians’ Position — in the Heavens 


Revelation in Paul’s letter to the Ephesians begins by 
revealing the Christians’ POSITION “in heavenly places [‘in 
the heavenlies’] in Christ,” and terminates by revealing a 
WARFARE confronting Christians against “spiritual wickedness 
in high places [‘the spirit forces of wickedness in the heaven- 
lies’|” (1:3; 6:12). 
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The heavenlies, wherein blessings are to be realized in 
chapter one, and the heavenlies in which the enemy pres- 
ently resides in chapters three and six, MUST be looked upon 
as ONE and the SAME. 

The Christians’ positional standing is “in Christ” in the 
heavens where God Himself dwells; but, contextually, the 
spiritual blessings in view are to be realized by Christians 
as they move in, conquer, and dwell in the heavenly land held 
by the enemy in chapter six. 

In this respect, there are heavenly blessings for present 
victorious engagements of the enemy, and there are heavenly 
blessings awaiting victorious Christians in that coming day 
when the enemy will finally be dislodged from the land. 

Contextually, the blessings in chapter one are associated 
with the “adoption” (v. 5), the “dispensation of the fulness 
of times” (v. 10), the “inheritance” (vv. 11, 14, 18), and the 
“wisdom and revelation in the knowledge [Gk., epignosis, 
‘mature knowledge’ of him” (v. 17). 

Such blessings to be realized by Christians are, thus, in- 
timately associated with the heavenly land to which they have 
been called; and the ENTIRE matter is projected out into the 
coming age, BUT NOT tothe exclusion of the present dispensation. 

The present spiritual warfare in the heavenlies is with a 
view to the coming age, but spiritual blessings await the victors 
during both present and future time. There can be NO future 
occupation of the land APART FROM a present warfare against 
the enemy; and the blessings extend throughout BOTH eras. 

Ephesians moves progressively from chapter one into 
things relative to eternal salvation and the revelation of 
the mystery in chapters two and three. 

Believing Gentiles have been placed togetherin the same 
body with believing Jews. God has broken down the “middle 
wall of partition” by creating one new man, where there is 
neither “Jew nor Greek” (2:8-16; cf. Gal. 3:28). 
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Believing Jews and believing Gentiles, TOGETHER in the 
same body, FORMING the one new man, become “fellowheirs” 
of the heavenly promises and blessings in view (Eph. 3:6; cf. 
Gal. 3:29). 

The very PURPOSE for an individual’s salvation is to be realized 
through the reception of the inheritance introduced in chapter 
one and continued in chapters two and three. 

And the Christians’ association with the heavenlies is pres- 
ently being made known to the “principalities and powers 
in heavenly places [‘in the heavenlies’]” “by [‘through’] the 
church” (3:9, 10). 

God is making known to the incumbent rulers in the 
heavenlies that they are about to be replaced; and He is 
making this known through the ones who are DESTINED to 
occupy these positions, the ones PRESENTLY engaging the enemy 
in the heavenlies. 

Ephesians then continues by exhorting Christians to 
walk worthy of their high calling (4:1ff) and revealing the 
need for pastor-teachers in the Church (4:11-16). 

Pastor-teachers have been placed in the Church to lead 
Christians into a mature knowledge of, contextually, their 
CALLING in relation to the heavenlies. 

Christians are to KNOW about the blessings awaiting them 
in the heavenlies, the coming dispensation, the inheritance, the 
mystery, etc. And to make THIS known, in the strict Biblical 
sense, is the PRIMARY task of pastor-teachers. 

The latter part of chapter fourand the first part of chapter 
five continue with thoughts and exhortations concerning 
walking worthy of one’s high calling; and this is followed by 
related material in the latter part of chapter five and the first 
part of chapter six concerning the relationship of husbands 
and wives, children and parents, and servants and masters. 

Then, at the conclusion of the epistle, in the latter part 
of chapter six, the crux of the entire matter comes into view. 
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Beginning in 6:10, the Apostle Paul says, “Finally, my 
brethren, be strong in the Lord, and in the power of his might.” 

The engagement with the enemy now comes to the 
forefront in the epistle. The enemy is fully revealed, and the 
proper armor with which the Christian is to clothe himself is 
given (vv. 12-17). 


The Christians’ Warfare — In the Heavens 


There is a battle to be fought, and there is a victory to be 
won. This battle NOT ONLY requires extensive preparation BUT 
ALSO the correct armor; and pastor-teachers in the Church ARE 
TO SEE that Christians placed under their care become properly 
equipped to engage the enemy in the battle at hand (cf. 3:10, 
11; 4:11-16; 6:11-18). 


Going forth to battle, one’s loins are to be girded with 
truth (showing truthfulness, earnestness, and sincerity 
in the conflict). 

A person is to have on the breastplate ofrighteousness 
(showing a righteous manner of living). 

His feet are to be shod with the preparation of the 
gospel of peace (showing that the messenger properly 
understands and is able to proclaim both present and 
future aspects of salvation). 

He is to take the shield of faith (showing faithfulness 
to act in the realm God has commanded). 

Heis to put on the helmet of salvation (showing a hope 
relative to a future salvation [the salvation of the soul]). 

And he is to take the sword of the Spirit (showing an 
acquisition of the Word of God). 


ONLY in this fashion can a Christian stand in a VICTORIOUS 
manner against “the wiles of the devil.” 
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(Ref. Chapter IV in the author’s book, Judgment Seat of 
Christ, for a fuller discussion of Eph. 6:14-17.) 


One’s faithfulness in the entire realm of proper prepara- 
tion is the primary prerequisite. 

As in Jude 3, one is to “earnestly contend for the faith 
[i.e., ‘earnestly strive for (with respect to, in the good contest 
of) the faith’].” He, according to the parallel passage in I 
Tim. 6:12, is to “Fight the good fight of faith [lit., ‘Strive in 
the good contest of the faith’]”; and, in this manner he is 
to “lay hold on eternal life [lit., ‘lay hold on life for the age’ 
(a future salvation, to be realized during the Messianic Era, 
associated in the text with his calling)].” 

The words translated “contend” in Jude 3 and “fight” in I 
Tim. 6:12 are from epagonizomai and agonizomai respectively 
in the Greek text. 

Note that the only difference in these two words is the 
prefix “ep” in Jude (this is the preposition epi [‘upon’] pre- 
fixed to the word [the “i” is dropped when epi is prefixed to 
a word beginning with a vowel]). Epi, used in this manner, 
intensifies the meaning of the word, providing the transla- 
tion, “earnestly contend [‘earnestly strive’].” 


(Agonizomai is the Greek word from which our English 
word “agonize” is derived. The word could more properly be 
translated “strive,” as in Luke 13:24 and I Cor. 9:25. Every 
muscle is to be strained, every effort is to be expended, in 
the “good contest of the faith.”) 


In Jude 3-5 this contest is associated with entrance into 
the land to which Christians have been called, drawing 
from the type of the Israelites under Moses; and the false 
teachers in these verses are seeking, through that which 
they are teaching, to mislead and thus prevent Christians 
from entering this land (ref. the ten unfaithful spies during 
Moses’ day and the results of their message). 
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However, Christians following the admonition in Jude 3 
need NOT fear the false teachers in Jude 4, NOR fear being 
numbered among the unfaithful in Jude 5. Such Christians 
will experience victory after victory in the battle and partake 
of rich spiritual blessings which the Lord has reserved for 
His conquerors, both now and in the coming age. 


Seated on the Throne — In the Heavens 


Dare to be a Caleb! 

Dare to be a Joshua! 

Rewards for those who so govern their lives will be the 
same as Caleb and Joshua’s — present victory, and the ultimate 
possession of one’s inheritance (Joshua 14:7-14; 19:48-50). 

As Christ is today seated with His Father on His Father’s 
throne, He is inviting Christians to one day sit with Him on 
His Own throne (Ps. 110:1; Rev. 3:21), which will be located 
in the heavens — located in the place from which Satan and 
his angels rule today, with Christ and His co-heirs replacing 
Satan and his angels in that day. 

Christ, having a reign both from the heavens and upon 
earth in that day, will rule from His Own throne with His co- 
heirs in the heavens and from David’s throne in Israel’s midst on 
earth (Joel 2:27-32; Luke 1:31-33; Rev. 3:21). 

And these two thrones should NEVER be confused with one 
another. 

Israel’s calling is EARTHLY, connected with David’s throne; 
the Church’s calling is HEAVENLY, connected with Christ’s 
Own throne. 

And overcoming Christians will sit with Christ on His throne 
in the heavens, NOT with Him on David’s throne on earth. 


DEFILING ONE’S HIGH CALLING 
Christian Involvement in the Affairs of this World 


“And he brought us out from thence [the Israelites under 
Moses, brought out of Egypt, in the type; Christians under 
Christ, brought out from this world, in the antitype], that 
he might bring us in, to give us the land which he sware 
unto our fathers [brought into an earthly land in the type; 
brought into a heavenly land in the antitype]” (Deut. 6:23). 


In the central Old Testament type, alluded to in the pre- 
ceding reference, having to do with the Israelites under Moses, 
earthly Gentile nations dwelling in an earthly land were in view. 

The antitype though, as it pertains to Christians under 
Christ, has to do with a heavenly land and the rulers therein. 

Rather than Gentile nations in an earthly land, it has to 
do with Satan and his angels in a heavenly land — the incum- 
bent rulers over the Gentile nations on the earth, ruling from a 
heavenly realm. 

Christians have been called to a heavenly land pres- 
ently occupied by Satan and his angels. And their warfare 
is THERE, against Satan and his angels, NOT HERE against 
the earthly rulers. 

AS Israel’s warfare was against those dwelling in the land 
to which the nation had been called (an earthly land), SO is 
the Christians’ warfare against those dwelling in the land 
to which they have been called (a heavenly land). 

That’s why Eph. 6:12 states: 


“For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but against 
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the dark- 
ness of this world, against spiritual wickedness in high places 
[‘against spirit forces of the evil one in heavenly places’].” 
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This is a spiritual battle which is specifically stated to NOT 
be against “flesh and blood” opponents, BUT against the spirit 
forces of Satan in heavenly places. 

And Christians concentrating their efforts in the spiritu- 
al warfare against the correct enemy in the correct realm, 
apart from distraction, is EXACTLY what Paul had in mind in 
II Tim. 2:4, 5: 


“No man that warreth entangleth himself with the affairs 
of this life; that he may please him who hath chosen him 
to be a soldier. And if a man also strive for masteries, yet is 
he not crowned, except he strive lawfully [i.e., according to 
the manner which God has revealed in His Word].” 


Lawful, Unlawful Warfare 


A Christian expending his time and energy in the wrong 
realm — which often involves a warfare against the wrong 
enemy in this realm (i.e., a warfare against “flesh and blood” 
opponents on the earth rather than against “spirit forces” in 
the heavens) — is NOT striving lawfully. 

It is IMPOSSIBLE to overcome in the warfare in which Chris- 
tians are to be engaged IF one becomes wrapped up in “the 
affairs of this life.” 

THATI’S WHY Christians will NOT be crowned apart from 
striving lawfully. They will have separated themselves from the 
ONLY place where one CAN overcome and gain the victory — the 
spiritual warfare. 

And IF any warfare was carried on at all in their lives, IT could 
ONLY have been against the WRONG enemy in the WRONG 
realm (again, separate from the ONLY enemy and realm 
where one can overcome and gain the victory). 

And warring against the wrong enemy in the wrong 
realm is something being carried out among Christians 
today on a scale which encompasses, after some fashion, 
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almost the whole of Christendom (e.g., Christians opposing 
governmental leaders among the Gentile nations, who all 
hold positions under Satan and his angels in the present 
kingdom of the heavens [cf. Dan. 10:12-20)]). 


(Note Appendix I at the end of this article for an overview 
of Satan’s present rule among the Gentile nations and what 
involvement in the political structure of the present kingdom 
under Satan would actually involve.) 


Christians, NOT understanding the true nature of the 
spiritual warfare have turned things completely around; 
and, through so doing, findthemselves warring against “flesh 
and blood” opponents, placing their crowns in jeopardy. 

Why is this the case? Why is something of this nature — 
completely contrary to the clear teaching of Scripture — so 
prevalent within Christian activity today? 

The answer can be seen through viewing what has 
happened, in the antitype, relative to the commission which 
Moses gave the twelve elders from the twelve tribes before 
they were sent into the land of Canaan. 

That is, the answer can be derived through: 


1) UNDERSTANDING HOW the elders under Moses 
were supposed to heed their commission during a past dis- 
pensation, in the type. 

2) THEN, SEEING WHAT has happened when this 
SAME commission is supposed to be heeded after EXACTLY 
the same fashion by elders under Christ during the present 
dispensation, in the antitype. 


In the type, the twelve elders which Moses sent into the 
land were told to go UP a CERTAIN WAY, and THAT WAY would 
lead them UP INTO the mountain (Num. 13:17 [“a mountain” 
signifying a kingdom — Isa. 2:1-4; Dan. 2:34, 35, 45]). 
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THEN, while in the mountain, they were to learn EVERY- 
THING they could about the land and the inhabitants therein. 
And, after learning all they could, they were to bring back 
word concerning their findings to the people in the twelve tribes. 

The message of the twelve was to involve the strength 
of the people dwelling in the land, how the Israelites could 
move in and overcome them, all the various things about 
the land itself, etc. 

In other words, they were to find out EVERYTHING they could 
about the kingdom — both the present kingdom under Satan and 
the anticipated future kingdom under God — and they were to 
PROCLAIM these things to the people of Israel upon their return. 

This message would provide KNOWLEDGE about the hope 
set before them — that of going into the land, conquering 
the inhabitants, and realizing an inheritance therein. 

And this knowledge would NOT ONLY provide them 
with an incentive to move out and be victorious over the 
inhabitants in the land, BUT it would also provide them with 
information concerning how this was to be accomplished. 

THEN, bringing this over into the antitype, the elders, 
the pastor-teachers, those whom God has called to lead and 
feed His flock, ALL have a central commission. 

ALL have been commissioned by the Lord to look to the land 
and goupa CERTAIN way, which will lead UP INTO the mountain. 

And, once on the mountain, they are to find out EVERYTHING 
they can about the things of the mountain and then PROCLAIM 
these things to those under their ministry. 

THIS is CENTRAL! EVERYTHING in the pastor-teachers’ 
ministry should revolve around this, for it involves the hope set 
before every Christian, which centers around the very reason for 
their salvation. 

And the ONLY place which God has provided for those 
whom He has called to go up into the mountain and learn 
these things for this particular purpose is His Word. 
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Looking to the land and going up a certain way, which 
will lead up into the mountain, is looking to and delving into 
those things in the Word having to do with the kingdom. 
And, so doing, the pastor is to traverse the Word from one 
end to the other, learning ALL he can about the COMPLETE 
scope of the kingdom. 

THEN, he is to take this message to the people, providing 
them with a knowledge of the hope set before them — that 
of going into the land, conquering the inhabitants, and 
realizing an inheritance therein. 

And this knowledge will NOT ONLY provide them with 
an INCENTIVE to move out and be victorious over the in- 
habitants of the land, BUT it will also provide them with the 
INFORMATION concerning HOW this is to be accomplished. 


But... 


BUT, a major problem exists. The elders under Christ — 
the leaders whom God has placed among His people, the 
pastor-teachers — have NOT followed the command in Num. 
13:17. They have NOT looked toward the land and gone up a 
certain way, which leads up into the mountain. 

They, NOT having followed the Lord’s command, DON’T 
understand the true nature of the spiritual warfare, HOW 
it is to be fought, WHAT is at stake in the fight, and ALL 
the various things about the kingdom — both present and 
future. NOT having been there themselves and NOT under- 
standing these things, they CAN’T bring back a message to 
those under their ministry concerning that which is there, the 
hope set before Christians, ALL the various things about victory 
over the enemy, etc. 

SUCH would be IMPOSSIBLE! 

And the pastor-teachers’ FAILURE to heed the Lord’s commis- 
sion after this fashion has resulted in far-reaching ramifications 
seen throughout Christendom today. 
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Christians, because of the FAILURE of pastor-teachers in this 
realm, are NOT knowledgeable concerning the various facets of 
the Word of the Kingdom. 

And THIS is the REASON so many Christians find themselves 
wrapped up in “the affairs of this life” and, within such actions, 
often also find themselves engaged in a battle against the wrong 
enemy in the wrong realm. 

THIS is the REASON that numerous Christians find themselves 
involved in the political structure of this present world system, 
often encouraged by their religious leaders to do so — that is, 
find themselves involved in Satan’s present kingdom rather than 
looking to the Lord and His coming kingdom. 

Or, referencing the overall typology of I, II Samuel, in- 
volvement of this nature would be comparable to David’s 
faithful men during his time of exile (19:1ff; 22:1, 2) leaving 
their place with David, going back to Saul’s kingdom, and involv- 
ing themselves in his kingdom. 


(Note Appendix II at the end of this article for a succinct 
overview of the typology of Saul and David in I, II Samuel.) 


And what will be the end result of the present state of 
Christendom (which is not far removed, though after a 
different fashion, from that of the Israelites at Christ’s first 
coming after the Scribes and Pharisees had finished their 
work)? 

This end result was given by Christ Himself, almost 2,000 
years ago, before the Church had even been brought into 
existence. 

Because of the working of the leaven which the woman 
placedin the “three measures of meal” (apparently very early 
in the dispensation) — which will work UNTIL “the whole” 
has been leavened (Matt. 13:33; cf Matt. 16:6), resulting in 
the “lukewarm” condition in Christendom at the end of the 
dispensation (Rev. 3:14-21) — Christ asked: 
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“Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall 
he find faith [‘the faith’] on the earth?” (Luke 18:8). 


The expression, “the faith,” is peculiarly related to the 
Word of the Kingdom (cf. I Tim. 6:12-15, 19; II Tim. 4:7, 8; 
Jude 3); and the way in which the question is worded in the 
Greek text indicates that a negative response is anticipated. 

The Son of Man is NOT going to find “the faith” on the 
earth at the time of His return. He will NOT find the true 
message surrounding things pertaining to the kingdom be- 
ing taught among Christians in the Churches at this time. 

WHY? 

Again, because the pastor-teachers have not heeded the 
Lord’s commission. They have NOT looked TOWARD the land 
and gone up a CERTAIN way, which leads UP INTO the mountain. 

They know LITTLE to NOTHING about the land and its in- 
habitants; and, resultingly, the people under their ministry know 
LITTLE to NOTHING about these things either (cf. Matt. 23:13). 

And THAT’S where we are! 

THAT’S the WAY matters surrounding the Word of the King- 
dom exist during the closing days of the present dispensation. 

WILL conditions improve? 

NOT according to Scripture! 

In fact, according to Scripture, deterioration will continue. 
Matters will ONLY become worse, for “the whole” is to be leavened. 


(For additional information on this subject, refer to the 
author's book, Till the Whole Was Leavened.) 


“THE POWERS THAT Be...” 
Proper Attitude Toward Existing Governmental Powers 


“Likewise also these filthy dreamers defile the flesh, 
despise dominion, and speak evil of dignities. 

Yet Michael the archangel, when contending with 
the devil he disputed about the body of Moses, durst 
not bring against him a railing accusation, but said, 
‘The Lord rebuke thee.’ 

But these speak evil of those things which they know 
not: but what they know naturally, as brute beasts, in 
those things they corrupt themselves” (Jude 8-10). 


The message throughout the Epistle of Jude is twofold: 


1) Christians are exhorted to earnestly strive “for 
[with respect to] the faith.” 

2) Christians are warned concerning apostasy 
manifested in the lives of those who, instead, stand 
away “from the faith.” 


Verses three and four introduce this message, verses five 
through seven form examples to illustrate that which has 
been introduced, and verse eight continues within the frame- 
work of teachings set forth in verses three through seven: 


“Likewise [in like manner to the individuals previously 
mentionedin the examples (vv. 5-7)] also these filthy dreamers 
[those in v. 4] defile the flesh [cf v. 7], despise dominion [cf. 
v. 6], and speak evil of dignities [cf v. 5].” 
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Proper and improper attitudes toward dignitaries are 
then given in verses nine and ten. 

A basic teaching throughout the entire passage, be- 
ginning with verse three, has to do with the governmental 
administration of the earth and with apostasy in relation 
to this administration. 

Christians are to earnestly strive with respect to the faith 
in view of attaining the goal of their faith, the salvation of their 
souls (I Peter 1:9). 

The realization of this salvation will follow the issues of 
the judgment seat of Christ and involves the placement of 
Christians in positions of power and authority as joint-heirs 
with Christ in His coming kingdom. 

Thus, Christians earnestly striving with respect to the 
faith is with a view to their occupying positions in the coming 
governmental administration of the earth following that time 
when “the kingdom of the world” has become “the kingdom of 
our Lord, and of his Christ” (Rev. 11:15, ASV). 


Despising Dominion (v. 8) 


Despising dominion refers back to the sin of the angels 
in verse six. 

The word “despise” is from a Greek word meaning to “set 
aside,” “disregard.” Angels in the kingdom of Satan “set 
aside,” “disregarded” their positions of power in the heav- 
ens and came to earth in the form of man for the specific 
purpose of cohabiting with members of the human race. 
These angels set aside the positions for which they had been 
created and involved themselves in something completely 
alien to their very existence. 

This account has been recorded in Jude, allowing the 
Spirit of God to draw spiritual lessons from Jude, showing 
how Christians can, in like manner, despise dominion; and 
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this dominion is the very same dominion which the angels 
despised. 

The Church has been brought into existence to occupy 
heavenly places, to fill positions of power and authority in 
the heavens as God’s firstborn son during the coming age; 
and these positions are the SAME positions presently being 
occupied by angels ruling from heavenly places in Satan’s 
kingdom. 

Angels holding positions of power and authority under 
Satan in the present kingdom of the heavens will continue 
to rule from this heavenly sphere UNTIL that day when they, 
along with Satan, are cast out of the heavens onto the earth. 

The Church will THEN be brought to the goal ofits calling, 
and, as the bride of Christ (also as God’s firstborn son [ONLY 
“sons” can rule in God’s kingdom], be placed in this heavenly 
realm and occupy these positions. 

Christians have been saved with a view to their replacing 
the incumbent rulers in the heavens, and the warning in this 
passage concerns the present existing danger of Christians 
“setting aside” or “disregarding” their calling. 

Angels apostatized in the past by standing away from 
the position for which they had been brought into existence; 
and Christians can, in like manner, apostatize during the 
present time by standing away from the position for which 
they have been brought into existence. 

Corruption, followed by judgment, was the inevitable 
outcome of this apostasy by angels; and corruption, followed 
by judgment, will also be the inevitable outcome of the same 
apostasy by Christians today. 


Speaking Evil of Dignitaries (vv. 8-10) 


Speaking evil of dignitaries in verse eight refers back to 
verse five and moves forward into verses nine and ten. 
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The same word translated “speak evil” in the Greek text 
of verse eight is also used in verses nine and ten (blasphemeo, 
the verb form, appears in vv. 8, 10; and blasphemia, the 
noun form, appears in v. 9). The word is translated “rail- 
ing accusation” in verse nine and rendered, once again, as 
“speak evil” in verse ten. 

This is the Greek word from which the English word “blas- 
phemy” is derived; and the translation, “railing accusation,” 
in verse nine actually captures the thought expressed by the 
word somewhat better than the translation, “speak evil,” in 
verses eight and ten. 

Railing accusations, emanating from unbelief on the 
part of the people of Israel in the historical account covered 
by verse five, were directed against Moses. However, by so 
doing, the people were actually directing these railing accusations 
against God Himself. 

Moses was the one whom God had chosen to lead the 
Israelites out of Egypt and into the land covenanted to 
Abraham and his posterity through Isaac and Jacob. His 
power and authority were of Divine origin; and, consequently, 
accusations leveled against the leadership of Moses were, 
in actuality, accusations leveled against God Himself. 

The people of Israel who questioned Moses’ authority, 
seeking to appoint a new leader and return to Egypt, were 
questioning the very authority of God vested in Moses (cf. Num. 
14:2, 27). 

Because of this sin, resulting from unbelief concerning 
their ability to go into the land as God had commanded, 
judgment fell upon the people of Israel. 

They could no longer enter the land under Moses and 
realize the purpose for their salvation from Egypt. 

They had fallen away, apostatized, in such a manner that it 
was impossible to renew them again unto repentance (cf. Heb. 
6:4-6). 
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As a result, during the next thirty-eight and one-half 
years, the entire generation — murmuring against Moses, 
and thus against the Lord — perished in the wilderness. 

Korah, Dathan, Abiram, and those who followed them 
constitute another similar example (Num. 16:1ff). 

They rose up against Moses and Aaron in matters con- 
cerning their authority — Moses as leader of the people, 
and Aaron as high priest in the camp. When this occurred, 
Moses “fell upon his face” (v. 4). Moses knew that Korah and 
those with him were questioning, NOT JUST his and Aaron’s 
authority, BUI the authority of God. 

This rebellion against authority led to unacceptable 
incense being offered upon the altar at the door of the tab- 
ernacle by two hundred fifty prominent men who had sided 
with Korah, Dathan, and Abiram against Moses. 

This, in turn, led to God’s judgment on the entire group. 

God exhibited his wrath upon Korah, Dathan, and Abi- 
ram by opening a chasm in the earth and causing them, 
along with “all that appertained unto them [their wives, 
children (save Korah’s sons; cf: Num. 26:11, 58]),” to go 
down into Sheol alive: 


“And the earth opened her mouth and swallowed them 
up, and their houses, and all the men that appertained unto 
Korah, and all their goods. 

They, and all that appertained unto them, went down 
alive into the pit [‘into Sheol’], and the earth closed upon 
them: and they perished from among the congregation” 
(Num. 16:32, 33). 


A fire then came out from the Lord and consumed the 
two hundred fifty men which had offered the incense upon 
the altar (v. 35). 

Immediately after the destruction of Korah and those 
following him, the people of Israel again murmured against 
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Moses and Aaron, saying, “Ye have killed the people of the 
Lord.” Again, as before, this was a murmuring NOT ONLY 
against Moses and Aaron BUT against God. 

God was the One Who had performed the execution of 
Korah, Dathan, Abiram, their families, andthe two hundred 
fifty men offering incense. And because of this same sin of 
murmuring against Divinely established authority, God sent a 
plague into the camp of Israel. 

This was done so speedily that before Aaron had time 
to make an “atonement for the people,” standing “between 
the dead and the living,” fourteen thousand seven hundred 
Israelites perished (vv. 41-50). 

According to Scripture, it is a SERIOUS thing to murmur 
against, bring railing accusations against, those whom God has 
placed in positions of power and authority. 

Any REBELLION against Divinely established authority is a 
REBELLION against the Lord. It was SO during Moses’ day, and 
it is NO different during the present day. 

“The powers that be are ordained of God,” whether during 
Moses’ day or today. ALL positions of power and authority are 
by Divine appointment. And whosoever “resisteth the power, 
resisteth the ordinance of God: and they that resist shall re- 
ceive to themselves damnation [‘judgment’]” (Rom. 13:1, 2). 

God rules in the kingdom of men and gives it “to whomso- 
ever he will.” God is the One Who establishes rulers, and 
He is also the One Who removes rulers (Dan. 4:17, 25-32). 

“There is no power but of God” (Rom. 13:1), which today, 
in view of the coming age, is vested in His Son. 

Jesus told His disciples, “All power is given unto me in 
heaven and in earth” (Matt. 28:18). 

In view of this, any rebellion against existing ordained 
powers — whether in the heavens or upon the earth — is 
a rebellion against the power vested in God’s Son, which is 
simply a rebellion against Christ Himself. 
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Note the example given in Jude 9: Michael, the archangel, 
WOULD NOT bring a railing accusation against even Satan. 

He, knowing that Satan held his position by Divine ap- 
pointment and that Satan possessed NO power BUT that which 
emanated from God, would go no further than to simply say, 
“The Lord rebuke thee.” Michael knew that any accusation 
against Satan would be an accusation against the One Who had 
appointed him to this position, the One in whom ALL power and 
authority reside. 


(The parallel section in II Peter 2:11 is expanded to in- 
clude other angels and other dignitaries as well: “Whereas 
angels, which are greater in power and might, bring not 
railing accusation against them [dignitaries] before the Lord.” 

Note the typology of Saul and David, Satan and Christ, 
in this whole overall respect {Ref. Appendix I] in this article; 
cf. I Sam. 24:8-10; II Sam. 1:2-16].) 


Now, with all this in mind, the particular apostate element 
existing in Christendom in the latter days — with its parallel 
drawn from experiences of individuals during the days of Moses 
— should be clear. 

Bringing railing accusations against those whom God 
has placed in positions of power and authority is a form of 
apostasy. 

It is that simple! 

Such reviling or railing against Divinely established 
authority is NOT ONLY standing away from the God-ordained 
position which a Christian is to occupy, BUT, as well, it is 
moving into a position wherein the apostate, in actuality, brings 
these accusations against the Lord Himself. 

And through such accusations, these apostates, as “brute 
beasts...corrupt themselves” (Jude 10; cf II Peter 2:12). 


APPENDIX I 


THE RULE OF SATAN AND His ANGELS 
From the Heavens Over the Earth 


From what realm do Satan and his angels presently rule? 

As previously seen, it is clear from both the Old and New 
Testament Scriptures that they rule from a heavenly realm 
over the earth. 

Satan and his angels have access to the earth and rule 
through the Gentile nations on the earth (Gen. 6:2-4; Job 1:7; 
2:2; Dan. 10:12-21; I Peter 5:8; Jude 6), BUT they themselves 
do NOT rule on the earth. 

Daniel chapter ten presents certain insights into how 
the present kingdom of Satan is structured, along with the 
location of those administering power and authority in this 
kingdom. 

In this chapter, a heavenly messenger who had been 
dispatched to Daniel on the earth from that part of the 
heavens where God resides and rules (“the uttermost parts 
of the north [a superlative in the Hebrew text]” — the 
northernmost point in the universe in relation to the earth 
[Isa. 14:13, ASV]) was detained at a point en route. This 
messenger was detained in the heavens above the earth by 
“the prince of the kingdom of Persia.” 

Then Michael was dispatched from heaven, and the 
messenger remained there with “the kings of Persia” while 
Michael fought with the prince of Persia for his release (v. 13). 

The picture presented is that of powerful angels in the 
kingdom of Satan ruling the earth from a heavenly realm (a 
heavenly realm in relation to the earth) through counterparts in 
the human race on earth. 
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There was a prince (ruler) of Persia in the heavens, and 
there was a prince (ruler) of Persia on the earth. Then, in 
the heavens, there were lesser rulers associated with Persia 
(the kings of Persia); and the same would have been true in 
the earthly kingdom (cf. Dan. 2:39; 5:28-31; 7:5; 8:3-6, 20). 

Then beyond that “the prince of Greece” is mentioned 
— another heavenly ruler, the angelic heavenly ruler over 
the Grecian kingdom on earth (v. 20). 

And the reason why attention is called to this heavenly 
ruler is easy to see and understand. Daniel, throughout his 
book, deals with the kingdom of Babylon, from the days of 
Nebuchadnezzar to the days of Antichrist; and Dan. 10:20, 
“.,.the prince of Greece shall come,” anticipated that day 
when Alexander the Great in the Grecian kingdom on earth 
would conquer the kingdom of Babylon under the Medes 
and the Persians (cf. Dan. 2:39; 7:6; 8:7, 8, 21, 22). 

Thus, there is NOT ONLY a breakdown of powers in the 
heavenly kingdom under Satan corresponding to a break- 
down of powers in various earthly kingdoms under fallen 
man BUT there is also a shifting of powers in the heavenly 
kingdom corresponding to a shifting of powers in the earthly 
kingdoms. 

In this respect, ANY person occupying a position of power 
in ANY Gentile earthly kingdom during the present age is 
merely occupying a position of power under Satan and his 
angels, as they rule from the heavens through counterparts 
on the earth. 


(Note that the nation of Israelis the lone exception among 
nations on earth whose rulers presently hold positions of power 
and authority under fallen angels in the kingdom of Satan. 

The prince over Israel is Michael [Dan. 10:21], an angel- 
ic prince in the heavens who is NOT numbered among those 
ruling in Satan’s kingdom, as Israel is NOT numbered among the 
nations [Num. 23:9]. 
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And Michael, undoubtedly, has a great host of angels 
ruling with and under him, as Satan has a great host of 
angels ruling with and under him. 

The whole of the matter is a rule by angels from two places 
in the heavens through individuals from the human race on earth 
— one through the nation of Israel, the other through ALL of 
the Gentile nations.) 


APPENDIX II 


SAUL AND DAVID 


SATAN AND CHRIST 
Type, Antitype 


The complete story of Scripture, as it would pertain to 
Satan, Christ, Christians, Israel, and the nations was fore- 
shadowed typically by the account of Saul and David in the 
Books of I, II Samuel. 

Saul was anointed king over Israel (ISam. 10:1); but Saul 
disqualified himself by refusing, as God had commanded, to 
destroy the Amalekites and all of their possessions (I Sam. 
15:1ff), though Saul continued to reign. And Saul would 
continue to reign UNTIL the one whom God had chosen to 
replace him was NOT ONLY on the scene BUT ready to ascend 
the throne. 

Then, note that which the type, thus far, foreshadows: 

Satan was anointed king over the earth (Ezek. 28:14); but 
Satan disqualified himself through seeking to extend his rule 
beyond his God-appointed position (Isa. 14:13-15), though 
Satan continued to reign. And Satan will continue to reign 
UNTIL the One Whom God has chosen to replace him is NOT 
ONLY on the scene BUT ready to ascend the throne. 

In the type, shortly after God rejected Saul as Israel’s 
ruler, God had Samuel anoint David king over Israel (I Sam. 
16:10-13). There were then two anointed kings in Israel. 

But David DIDN’T immediately ascend the throne. Rath- 
er, he eventually found himself in a place out in the hills, 
separated from Saul and his kingdom. And, during this 
time, certain faithful men joined themselves to David and 
remained out in the hills with him (I Sam 22:1, 2). 
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The day though eventually came when David was READY 
to ascend the throne, possessing a contingent of faithful men 
ready to rule with him. 

THEN, Saul was put down, his crown was taken and 
given to David, and David and his faithful men moved in 
and took over the government. 

In the antitype, after God had rejected Satan asthe earth’s 
ruler, God anointed His Son King over the earth (Ps. 45:6, 7, 
16; Heb. 1:8, 9; cf: Matt. 2:1, 2). There were then, and there 
are today, two anointed Kings over the earth. 

But God’s Son, as David in the type, DIDN’T immediately 
ascend the throne. Rather, as David, Christ finds Himself 
in a place of exile, separated from the kingdom. And, as in 
David's case, certain faithful individuals join themselves to 
Christ during this time, remaining in the place of exile with 
Him (Matt. 16:24-27; John 14:1-3; I John 2:28). 

The day is near at hand though when matters will continue 
EXACTLY as seen in the type. 

Christ, in that day, as David in his day, will be ready 
to ascend the throne, possessing a contingent of faithful 
followers to rule with Him. 

THEN, Satan, as Saul, will be put down, his crown will 
be taken and given to Christ, and Christ, with His faithful 
followers, will move in and take over the government (II Sam. 
1:1-16; 5:3, 4; Dan. 7:13, 14; Rev. 2:26, 27; 3:21; 19:11ff). 


(More extensive material on this type from I, II Samuel 
can be found in the author’s article, “Saul and David, Satan 
and Christ.”) 


